
 
 
 
 

December 23, 2015 
 
 
 
 
Dear County and District Superintendents, Charter School Administrators, and 
Interested Individuals and Organizations: 
 

POSTING OF NEWLY ADOPTED MATERIALS TO STATE PRICE LIST 
 

The California Department of Education (CDE) has posted all English Language 
Arts/English Language Development (ELA/ELD) instructional materials programs 
adopted by the State Board of Education (SBE) on November 4–5, 2015, to the online 
Price List of Adopted Instructional Materials (Price List) Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/intro-plsearch.asp. The Price List is a searchable 
database that includes all components of state-adopted programs, the price (including 
shipping to any point in California), and other information that may be useful to districts 
interested in piloting or purchasing these materials. 
 
Publisher contact information for these SBE-adopted programs is available on the CDE 
ELA/ELD Instructional Materials Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/. Any 
queries related to these materials, including requests for samples to pilot, should be 
directed to the appropriate publisher. 
 
 
Acquisition and Implementation of Instructional Materials 
 
With the establishment of the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), the state repealed 
the Instructional Materials Funding Realignment Program, and instructional materials 
funding is now included in the LCFF (more information about the LCFF is available on the 
CDE LCFF Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lc/). Per Proposition 20, the 
California State Lottery reserves funds for instructional materials, and the estimated 
funding level for 2015–16 is $41 per unit of average daily attendance. For more 
information, please visit the CDE Lottery Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lo/. 
These funds may be used for the purchase of any instructional materials. 
 
Local districts have significant flexibility in the implementation of instructional materials as 
there is no specific timeline for implementation. Additionally, pursuant to Education Code 
(EC) Section 60210, districts may purchase and use standards-aligned materials that are 
not state-adopted as long as “a majority of the participants of any review process 
conducted by the local educational agency are classroom teachers who are assigned to 
the subject area or grade level of the materials.” 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/intro-plsearch.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lc/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/fg/aa/lo/
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Districts are encouraged to review the process for piloting instructional materials. For more 
information, please refer to the Guidelines for Piloting Textbooks and Instructional 
Materials, adopted by the State Board of Education in January 2015, on the CDE 
Instructional Materials Adoption Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/imagen.asp. 
County Office of Education (COE) ELA/ELD experts can also access the Curriculum and 
Instruction Steering Committee's (CISC) Adoption Toolkit via your COE CISC member and 
regional subcommittee leads, who are responsible for disseminating this resource to all 
COEs in their region. Please keep in mind that the piloting guidance and the toolkit are 
intended to support the selection and implementation of basic core programs. 
 
As you plan for your instructional materials needs, it is important to note that the 
instructional materials sufficiency requirement (also known as “Williams”) remains in 
effect. This law in part requires that each pupil has sufficient instructional materials that 
are consistent with the content and cycles of the curriculum framework adopted by the 
SBE and aligned to the content standards adopted pursuant to EC Section 60605 or 
60605.8 in each of the following subjects, as appropriate: mathematics, science, history–
social science, and ELA/ELD. 
 
Further, the laws enacting the Local Control Accountability Plan (LCAP) include 
requirements for instructional materials sufficiency, implementation of the academic 
content and performance standards, and parental involvement (see EC sections 52060–
52077). 
 
Districts also should be mindful of EC Section 60002, which states: “Each district board 
shall provide for substantial teacher involvement in the selection of instructional materials 
and shall promote the involvement of parents and other members of the community in the 
selection of instructional materials.” 
 
 
Accessible Formats 
 
The Clearinghouse for Specialized Media and Translations (CSMT) Unit of the CDE 
provides accessible formats of instructional materials to public schools in California for 
students with qualifying disabilities in kindergarten through grade eight. For additional 
information, please visit the CDE CSMT Web page at http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/pn/sm/.  
 
 
Alternate Formats 
 
Publishers may create alternate formats of their state-adopted materials at any time 
during the life of the adoption, and the CDE reviews these items before adding them to 
the Price List. Alternate formats can include a different physical format (for example, a 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/cr/cf/imagen.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/pn/sm/
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softcover or digital edition of a hardbound textbook); a translation of materials into a 
different language, such as Spanish; or a new bundling to combine various adopted 
components. Alternate formats, including versions in other languages, are indicated on 
the Price List as new submissions are received, reviewed, and approved. If you are 
interested in a specific alternate format that is not listed, you may contact the publisher to 
let them know of your interest. 
 
 
Pricing of Materials 
 
Publishers established the cost of their materials at the beginning of the adoption 
process. They may raise their prices only every two years, but they may lower them at 
any time. Unless lowered, the original prices will be in effect until June 30, 2017 (EC 
Section 60223). 
 
Publishers must offer all districts any discounts that they offer to any other district. The 
price set by publishers must not exceed, including shipping, the lowest price for which 
those materials are offered to any state or school district in the United States (EC 
Section 60061[a][1]). 
 
Publishers may offer free instructional materials to districts that purchase all or part of 
their instructional materials programs. However, they must offer those items to all 
districts equally and post any such offers on a public Web site (EC Section 60061[a][3], 
5 California Code of Regulations [CCR] Section 9527). Links to these free materials 
offers are available on the CDE ELA/ELD Instructional Materials Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/. 
 
 
Discontinuation of Materials 
 
Generally, materials must be available for the life of the adoption, which is until the next 
SBE adoption for that subject. However, publishers may discontinue any materials for 
which no orders have been placed in the preceding two years with the written consent 
of CDE. Otherwise, if a publisher discontinues items on the state-adopted list, districts 
have the right to require the publisher to buy back all of the discontinued materials and 
any materials designed to be used with them (5 CCR Section 9530).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/
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Sales and Marketing 
 
Publishers may not use the reports of the review panels, the Instructional Quality 
Commission, or the SBE in the marketing of their state-adopted instructional materials  
(5 CCR Section 9517[n]). When marketing materials to districts, publishers cannot offer 
any emolument, money, other valuable thing, or any inducement, to any school or 
district official to influence their purchasing decisions (EC Section 60071). 
 
 
Purchase Agreements 
 
Districts should clearly identify the terms of delivery of instructional materials in their 
purchasing agreement. In particular, any arrangements that are time-sensitive should 
have clear start and end dates. Also be aware that agreements that specify something will 
be available “for the life of the adoption” are uncertain since the scheduling of future 
adoptions may be affected by outside factors such as state budgetary and legislative 
constraints. In negotiating purchase agreements with publishers to ensure timely delivery 
of materials, districts may establish fines for late deliveries. In creating instructional 
materials purchasing agreements, districts should consult their own legal counsel to 
preserve the rights of districts and the responsibilities of publishers. 
 
For additional information regarding the 2015 ELA/ELD Instructional Materials Adoption, 
please see the CDE 2015 ELA Instructional Materials Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this bulletin, please contact Cliff Rudnick, 
Administrator, Instructional Resources Unit, by phone at 916-319-0736 or by e-mail at 
crudnick@cde.ca.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tom Torlakson 
 
TT:jl 
 
cc: Michael Kirst, President, State Board of Education 
 Jo Ann Isken, Chair, Instructional Quality Commission 
 
2015-08436 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/rl/im/
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